
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Want to know more about your street and the 
people who lived there?           [23] 
[21]  Discover the history of your house, find out 
about Brighton’s people and places at-  
Brighton History Centre, Brighton Museum, Royal 
Pavilion Gardens, Brighton BN1 1EE. 01273 
296972.  East Sussex Record  [24]  Office, 
The Maltings, Castle Precincts, Lewes BN7 1YT. 
01273 482349. My Brighton and Hove website  
       [22]   www.mybrightonandhove.org.uk. 
Access to Archives website www.a2a.org.uk 
 
 
The name Montpelier became fashionable in 
English spa towns such as Brighton    [20]   in the 
1840s suggesting a similarity with the popular resort 
of Montpellier in Southern France. 
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20) Upper North Street- the Windmill Public 
House named after Vine’s Mill in Vine Place, dates 
from 1828. The Church of St. Mary Magdalene was 
erected in 1861-1864 to the designs of Gilbert 
Blount, but the presbytery dates from 1890. 

21) Victoria 
Road- (right) this 
pub is now a 
Doctors’ Surgery. 
Nos14 and 15 have 
a grand front. 
 
22) Victoria Street- (right) 
dates from the 1840s. No. 28 
was the home of playwright 
Alan Melville from 1973. 
       [25] 
 
23) Vine Place- originally Mill Place mill workers’ 
cottages of 1810 for Clifton Windmill. Vine Place 
was renamed after William Vine’s post mill. 
24) Clifton Terrace- (below) Clifton Terrace was 
built up wind of the newly built railway terminus in 
1847, with[26]    money from the Barings Bank 
family and the widow of Thomas Read Kemp. No. 
17 was the home of playwright Alan Melville until 
1973. Clifton Terrace gardens remain for the sole 
use of residents, and are on the site of Clifton 
Windmill, moved in 1837 to Windmill Street. 
The Italianate villa near Clifton Terrace, now used  
 

by Brighton & Hove Council, was originally named 
Norman Villa and was built in the 1840s. The 1840 
extension to St. Nicholas churchyard, on the west, 
was laid out by A.H.Wilds and came under Brighton 
 

Council control 
in 1884. By 184
there were 12 
Anglican 
churches in the 
town. 
 

25) St. Nicholas Church- (above) the ancien
parish church of Brighton dedicated to the patro
saint of fishermen. It was built on a hill overlookin
the fishing village in the 14th century and enlarge
in 1853. The oldest parts are the tower and nav
with ten bells dating from 1777, recast in 1922. 
 
26) Wykeham 
Terrace- (right) 
built 1822-30, the 
Regency gothic 
style terrace was 
part of St. Mary’s 
home for ‘fallen 
women’ from 
1855. In 1969 while owned by the Territorial Army
it was occupied by squatters but restored in 1970 to
houses and flats. No. 7 was the home of actress  
Dame Flora Robson from 1976 to 1984. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Swan Downer School- at the bottom of Dyke Road,
 
is now a night club. The building was built in 1867
 
as a charity school for girls and operated until 1939


