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7) Clifton Road- Homelees House retirement 
flats of 1985 stand on the site of The Dials 
Congregational Church, at the corner of Dyke 
Road. The church was an 1871 
 

Romanesque building, demolished in 1972. 
       [7]  
8) Powis Villas- built 1850-56, are all listed 
buildings. Grove House no. 4, was built as 
Grove Villa for John Yearsley, a Brighton 
ironmonger originally from Welshpool in 
Powys, who gave street names the Welsh 
connection. The land was originally inherited 
by Thomas Read Kemp’s family in 1774, but 
sold after his death for £1,100  in 1846, to 
John Yearsley who developed this area. 
9) Clifton Mews- now a modern development 
was the site of the   [11]   livery stables of the 
[9]   Crescent Public House (right), provided 
for [10] the horses used by  travellers between               
[8]    Blatchington Mill and Brighton. 
10) Clifton Hill-  the shops on the corner of 
Clifton Hill have been in use since the 1850s, 
when there was a chemist, a bookseller, a 
greengrocer, a laundry and a workshop. 

11) Royal Alexandra Hospital for Sick 
Children- (below) was erected in 1880-81, 
built of red brick in a Queen Anne style at a 
cost of £10,500. It was opened on 21st July 
1881 by the Prince and Princess of Wales. The 
hospital was founded in 1868 and in 1871 
bought the previous building on this site, St. 
Nicholas’s Church School house for £5,000. 
In 2007 the hospital moves to Kemp Town. 
The garage opposite the hospital was 
originally a coach house built in 1850 for use 
by 5 Powis Villas. It was donated to the 
hospital in 1937 together with 5, 6, 7 Powis 
Villas and the car park, which is on the site of 
William Vines post mill of 1810-1850. 
 

The hospital site is due for redevelopment and 
the MCHA are working with local residents to 
oppose high density accomodation and the 
demolition of the original hospital buildings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The coach house project: 
The coach house or garage at the Royal 
Alexandra Hospital Dyke Road, has been 
listed for preservation following an 
application to the Government by the 
Montpelier and Clifton Hill Association. The 
Association aims to set up a trust to convert 
this building for community use, and is 
looking for grant aid. 
 


