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BRIGHTON 

Montpelier and Clifton Hill  are areas of Brighton 
bounded by the Hove boundary on the west, Dyke 
Road on the east, Seven dials on the north, and 
Western Road on the south. 
 

1) Montpelier Crescent- built on cricket fields 
between 1843 and 1847, is thought to be the 
grandest of Amon Henry Wilds work, featuring 
ammonite capitals and fluted pilasters on the 
facades. 2) Vernon Terrace- has 37 houses built 
1850s in five distinct compositions. 3) Denmark 
Terrace- built 1860s. 4) Temple Gardens- takes 
its name from the Temple, the large building on the 
north side. Since 1880 used as a girls’ school, it 
was one of the first buildings in the area. The 
Temple was built in 1819 as a residence for 
Thomas Read Kemp (right) the founder of Kemp 
Town, who lived there 
till 1827, and was 
probably based on the  
Temple of Solomon. In 
1922 the Junior school 
moved to the Old 
Vicarage on the south 
 side of Temple Gardens. The Old Vicarage was 
designed in a Tudor style and built in 1834 for the 
noted church builder Rev. Henry Wagner. 5) Powis 
Square- (above) was built about 1850, the garden 
came under Brighton Council control in 1887. 

6) Windlesham Road- has some notable 
Edwardian houses. The large corner building  
Windlesham House, built in 1843-4 and   
formerly the New Sussex Hospital, is now flats. 
The Montpelier & Clifton Hill Conservation 
Area is located on downland to the west of St. 
Nicholas Church and the original fishing village 
of Brighthelmston. It has many attractive listed 
buildings and some open spaces. The 
conservation area dates from the mid 19th 
century, before that time the land was mainly 
fields and market gardens. A map of 1804 in the 
East Sussex Record Office shows that most of 
the fields to the west of Dyke Road were  

‘sheep downs’ owned by the 
Duke of Dorset, while land 
to the north and south was 
owned by Thomas Read 
Kemp. The earliest 
construction being Vine’s 
Windmill in 1810 and the 
Temple in 1819. 
 

                  [6]                          [2]           [1] 
Queen Victoria’s reign began in 1837 and with 
it a change in the life of Brighton, as Royal 
patronage declined and the railway arrived. 
Popular pleasures replaced the fashionable 
pleasures of the Prince Regent. In the 20th 
century the popularity of this seaside resort 
continued, and many houses in the conservation 
area were converted into guest houses or hotels. 
By the 1960s conference visitors had replaced 
holiday visitors and many hotels were converted 
into flats.              [3]                                   [5] 
Now an outstanding conservation area, 
Montpelier  and Clifton Hill has over 320 
buildings [4] listed as being of special 
architectural or historic interest. 
 


