| MONTPELIER

AND
CLIFTON HILL

Boares bahned
Roval Alex \nctcnrﬂl
Conservation awaics
plus planning OUNC-UP  ——_




A ban on estate agents boards throughout the
conservation area is in prospect following a
public hearing at Hove Town Hall in March
Currently estate agents’ boards are only banned
in Montpelier Crescent and Vernon Terrace

The council first suggested stricter controls on
boards in March 2008. At the time the estate
agents in the city supported a ban. They said
that their business was increasin gly being done
on-line and boards were now pulling in fewer
buyers. They were expensive to install

and remove

The estate agents said voluntary controls
would quickly break down because it would
not be obeyed by out of town agents, so

they preferred a compulsory ban, known as a

“regulation 7 direction”

The council consulted the Conservation
Advisory Group, which said they wanted to see
a blanket ban in the central conservation areas,
where many houses are in multiple occupation. A
blanket ban also has the adv antage that it is easy
to understand and simple to enforce

So the council consulted on a blanket ban, which
meant banning the boards throughout the

Montpelier and Clifton Hill Conservation area.
Although the blanket ban was widely welcomed the recession had begun to bite and house prices started to fall. The
estate agents changed their mind. They now wanted every possible customer

Because of the estate agents’ objection there was a hearing in March Roger Amerena represented the association at the
hearing. The council also mounted an effective case in favour of a ban,

We stressed the importance of views in and out of the conservation area and pointed out that almost all the housing in
our conservation area is terraced. This increases the visual impact of the signs

We said that although estate agents’ boards are te mporary, their presence is permanent. A single board may be around
for six to 12 months, but as soon as one goes another appears. During the week of the hearing there were eight estate
agents’ boards in Montpelier Street, which has about 45 houses. And a further six on the west side of Powis Road
between the Grade 1 church of St Michael's and the junction with Clifton Hill. The inspector later visited the area to
see the impacts of the boards for himself.

As we go to press the inspector has yet to publish his final report. However, sources close to the deadline say that he will
approve the council’s ban with some minor modifications. The boards will be banned throughout our conservation area

Estate agents” boards on commercial properties are not affected by this ban

- The current MCHA committee is Mick Hamer, Chair, Brian Brooks, Vice Chairman, Chris Jack-
son. Honorary Treasurer, Jim Gowans, Honorary Secretary, Alan Legg, Membership secretary.
AND lan Thorburn, Richard Killick, Gabi Tubbs, Graham Towers and Lori Pinkerton-Rolet
ASSOCIATION The co-opted members are Carol Dyhouse and Corinne Attwood.

- by Oy IEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS: Single membership is £10 and couples £15, corporate £30
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