Alderman T, Swmithers,

MAYOR OF BRIGHTON, 1861.

Victorian Industry in Regent Hill

The Montpelier and Clifton Hill Area today may be almost entirely residential, with shops in Western Road, but
in the 1850s when most of this area was developed life would have been very different. A few streets away
from the grandest homes were smaller streets with industrial areas.

Residents of the smaller houses in and around Upper North Street often worked from home as tailors,
dressmakers, teachers, musicians, painters and decorators. The smells from coal fires, horses, stables and the
slaughterhouse would have indicated that this was a working area, along with the smells from Smithers
Brewery.

Henry Smithers was born in 1807 and came from a local family of brewers. He joined Thomas Isaacson in 1839
to run an existing brewery on the site that is now Marks & Spencer car park. Smithers & Isaacson brewers and
coal merchants, covered an area from Wivelsfield to Southwick, and owned many premises including the
Queens Hotel. Henry Smithers ran the business from 1862 at the North Street Brewery in Western Road, known
for its tall chimney, adding the Regent Hill site of a slaughterhouse for a bottling store and stables. This site is
now Marlborough Mews.

Brighton was linked by rail to London in 1841. Thousands of holiday-makers and day-trippers drank bottled
beer with ginger pop for children, and there was a tavern on almost every street corner. In Brighton in 1861
there were 479 pubs and beer-shops, but only 111 bakers, 107 butchers and 135 fruiterers & greengrocers.
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