Dutch Elm Disease

Sadly one of the large trees at the bottom of Montpelier Villas has Dutch
Elm disease, it had to be cut back for safety and will shortly be removed.

OUTINGS 2008

This year our treasurer Martin Foster has planned another four superb trips for
committee members and friends. Everything is organised for you, so all you

A new tree will take its place in due course. need do is turn up and enjoy. Application forms will be sent out.

1. Thursday 10th April, The Victorian Society is giving a talk on Victorian churches
in Brighton and Hove. 7pm, Brighton High School.

2. Saturday 26th April, CHASTLETON HOUSE and RYCOTE CHAPEL in Oxfordshire.

3. Saturday 14th June, Guided tour of Hurstpierpoint College, entrance £5, meet at
senior school at 10.30. For further information, contact Jim Gowans on 325 185.

4. Sunday 15th June, HINTON AMPNER and MOTTISFONT ABBEY near Winchester.

5. Saturday 30th August, THE CARTOON MUSEUM and CLARENCE HOUSE
in London.

6. Sunday 5th October, “CROSSING THE THAMES"”. A VISIT TO London to see
the Brunels Tunnel, The Tower Bridge, and Foster’s Wobbly Bridge.

For further information call Martin Foster — 729 998;
martin.foster2@btinternet.com

DIARY DATES

April - Discover the Loire, Sunday 13th — Thursday 17th. Experience the ultimate
wine tasting and enjoy visits to historic chateaux. This is a follow up to last
spring’s highly successful wine trip, organised by our chairman Roger Amerena
with Great Escapes. Hurry and book, there are still a number of places available.

May - Conservation area historic walk by guide Mike Robins. See Festival
Fringe programme for times/dates

12th July - Summer party at the High School Old Vicarage in Temple Gardens,
6 - 9pm. A great success last year, weather permitting the party will be held on
the lawns. The occasion will also provide a rare opportunity to view the interior
of the Old Vicarage, not normally open to the public. Food and wine sponsored
by Waitrose. Application forms for tickets will be sent.

Recycle

Classic Lighting are asking if anyone wants good quality boxes? They
have a delivery every two weeks and are aggrieved at having to dump them.
Call them if you need any on 01273 771 899.

The Temple Dance and Fitness Centre

A new dance and fitness centre has opened in Temple Gardens adjacent to
Brighton and Hove High School. Classes in aerobics, ballet, pilates, yoga
amongst many others are on offer. As an association member you will qualify
for a discount on membership. To find out more contact James Turner:- call on
01273734112; e-mail j.turner@bhhs.gdst.net.

SPAB Tour of Area. MCHA have been asked to host

an event for the Society for the Preservation of Ancient
Buildings (SPAB) in our area on 9th May. The day starts
with a meeting at Montpelier Hall where coffee and tea
will be provided. There will then be a guided tour of the
area by Mike Robins, followed by a buffet lunch back at
Montpelier Hall. In the afternoon there will be tours of two
local houses, Montpelier Villas and Sillwood Road. Please contact Mr Godfrey
of SPAB on 01444 236955 for further details.

. Thank you Waitrose. The association
Wa |+rose would like to say farewell and express

our deep thanks to retiring Waitrose
branch manager Steve Shore. As corporate members Waitrose have given great
support to MCHA over the last few years, supporting many of our events,
supplying us with food, beverages and waiting staff. We would also like to
extend a warm welcome to the new branch manager, Steve Raisey, and wish him
every success in his new position.

Last summer Joan Evans, editor and publisher of The Seven Dials Directory, has
joined the MCHA committee. We have been enjoying wonderful coverage in her
magazine and would like to thank Joan for all her hard work in presenting us.

lan Thorburn. Royal Alex Steering Group.
Website. lan.Thorburn@bsuh.nhs.uk

Committee members Membership Subscriptions.

The Committee has approved subscription

Roger Amerena, Chanman €10 increases 2008-2009 for single £10 and
representative, City Commemorative Plaque Mike Robins. Historic Walks I - |
MONTPELIER Panel tel. 203 599 ! ) _ couples £15, corporate £30. This will be the
= Brian Brooks. d Chai Mick Hamer. Planning. CAG first increase for five years and is needed for
rian Brooks. eouty Chairman, Jim Gowans. Committee Secretary. the following reasons: an up and running
CLIFTON HILL Martin Foster, Honorary Treasurer. . - website, improved newsletter, stationary costs
Membership Secretary, 11 Victoria Street, Richard Killick. Newsletter. and postal costs, campaign leafleting and
ASSOCIATION Brighton BN1 3FP tel. 729998 meeting room and event costs. No charge has

! | Ingela Jackson. Tradecard
martin foster2@btinternet.com ever been made by the Committee members
for their time and services. Please contact the

Treasurer to alter your Standing Orders.

i Vag inetis 0N Chris Jackson. Advisory/Without portfolio.

Gabi Tubbs. Honorary Secretary. Awards.

Newsletter. Joan Evans. Seven Dials Directory.

www.montpelierandcliftonhill.org
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A Woman with Passion

Kerry Howard, the owner of No. 1 Wykeham Terrace has become a passionate
amateur historian since she bought her house, just a couple of years ago. She has
got totally immersed in the history of her home and rest of the terrace, diligently
researching the background of this Regency Gothic style terrace which was built
between 1827 and 1839, according to East Sussex Record Office in Lewes.

The Terrace has had quite a chequered past. Apart from having been an orphanage,
Nos. 1-5 and 8-11 formed part of St. Mary’s Home for prostitutes in the 1850s.
Eventually it was then occupied by the Territorial Army who owned the whole terrace. A
number of houses were later occupied by squatters for a time who had to be evicted. In
1970 the run down houses were bought by a builder who restored the whole block.

A large number of houses was sold, the new owners formed a limited company in
which it was set out that they were not allowed to be converted back into flats and had
to be painted every five years, ‘This group is very organised’ she says. ‘Numbers 1-6 for
all kinds of reasons haven't got it together yet,” she confirms. But with Kerry becoming
the driving force, it shouldn't take long.

‘We have problems, a 12 foot wall is crumbling in front of our eyes,” she laments and
although she also logged a complaint with the council, she is still waiting to hear the
outcome. They ripped off the old Wykeham metal street sign and replaced it with a
horrible plastic one, which isn't in keeping with houses in a conservation areal
something else she has to follow up. ‘It is one thing after another,” Kerry adds.

On a lighter note Adam Faith, the singer lived in the basement of 2a for a while where he penned a number of songs with Leo Sayer. She has
been in touch with Sayer as she was told he had lived in her house, he kindly got in touch by e-mail and put the record straight. She says he was
very concerned that the facts were right. Now they are hoping to get a plaque in honour of Adam Faith. He will be in good company; no. 7 was
the home of actress Dame Flora Robson until her death in July 1984.

Kerry Howard has never had anything to do with historic buildings, before moving here, but admits, ‘it is turning into a passion and | have got
totally involved.” ‘I never thought | would get so attached to a house and sit in a dusty archive in my time off!”

Her house has been beautifully renovated - lovely new wooden oak floorboards, a new kitchen and bathroom and smart, in keeping, mantelpieces,
where the original ones had been removed. She loves the high ceiling and the fact she has a dining room, there are still the original shutters in the
sitting room on which she based the new ones in her bedroom. Apart from a neat courtyard garden, there is also a wonderful roof terrace where
one can enjoy views over Brighton towards the sea.

‘It is a costly hobby, you could be pouring money into it forever,” she laughs. Every free moment is spent at the record office in Lewes where
Kerry found the staff incredibly helpful, with their assistance she managed to track down the relevant archives relating to her property, which
fired her passion. An excellent model of Wykeham Terrace can be found in Brighton Museum.

East Sussex Record Office, The Maltings, Castle Precincts, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 1YT. Tel: 01273 482349, email: archives@eastsussex.gov.uk GT

The Art Of Combining The Old With The New

As an interior designer who is also a tutor at one of London’s top interior design schools, MCHA member and resident Corinne Blackburn has
spent the last few years renovating and decorating the family’s listed house. Keen to introduce modern furniture and textiles, she has beautifully
combined the old with the new. If you are thinking of changing the interior of your property and are looking for a contemporary look, but don't
know where to start, here are her useful guidelines.

As we all know the historic exteriors of the Montpelier and Clifton Hill houses cannot be changed, yet their interiors provide a wonderful
opportunity to effectively combine traditional and modern styles of design. Here are some ideas on how to achieve this.

Modern classics: Carefully chosen pieces of modern furniture can look fantastic
in these spaces. The classics such as Eames and Le Corbusier will always be a great
choice but look at other styles such as Art Deco or Shaker. For best in pure lines
and modern elegance the Italian furniture designers are head and shoulders above
the rest.

Be brave with colour: Try painting one wall in a room in a bold, modern colour. Or
a single colourful piece of furniture amongst neutral colours can be very dramatic.

Introduce a visual twist: Traditional and classic pieces of furniture can be
brought back to life by upholstering them in unusual, modern textiles.

Think big: Many rooms in these properties are large enough to have oversized items
of modern furniture or accessories. Contrast in scale can create real wow factor.

Lighting: Consider down lighters or even up lighters set in the floor - these work
especially well along the length of hallways. Large, modern light fittings can be
stunning in a traditional setting.

Mix materials: Juxtapose traditional and modern materials - stainless steel and
chrome combine really well with wood, leather or stone. Chrome door handles and
ironmongery are a fresh alternative to brass.

Less is more: Adopt modernist, minimal principles - don't clutter and let the
beautifully proportioned rooms with their lovely details breathe.

Be prepared to make mistakes but most importantly have fun mixing and matching
the old and the new.

Corinne Blackburn (MICHA member)
Corinne is an interior designer and tutor at the Inchbald School of Design.




2007 CONSERVATION AWARDS

This has been another wonderful and productive year! Tireless residents have been keener than ever to put their buildings, houses and gardens in excellent order.
We had a great number of nominations, which we shortlisted, visited and studied carefully. To encourage dedicated gardeners, entrepreneurs as well as house
owners and communities, we have decided to extend our awards to four categories this year.

Below are the well deserved winners of this much coveted award:

COMMERCIAL AWARD RESIDENTIAL AWARD
1st Primemark, Western Road - superb and sensitive restoration 1st 1 Powis Grove - removal of unsightly extension, total restoration and
of an Art Deco Building renovation of exterior and interior

COMMENDATIONS

Montpelier House, 13 Montpelier Terrace - sensitive restoration and
renovation of exterior and interior

4 Montpelier Villas - restoration of original canopy

40 Church Street - restoration of exterior; re-rendering of west elevation
using traditional materials

GARDEN AWARD

1st - 42 Upper North Street - creating the perfect hideaway with an
exquisite court yard garden inspired by Yves St. Laurent’s vibrant Moroccan

garden in Marrakech. STREET AWARD
2nd - 1 Montpelier Terrace - inspirational and exotic front garden which Victoria Street - outstanding upkeep and renovation of exteriors and front
delights passers-by all year round. gardens in this delightful street.

| would like to thank all of you for taking part in this worthwhile awards scheme. GT




Smithers Brewe

Allderman Ja. Smitheres,

MAYOR OF BRIGHTON, 1861.

The Montpelier and Clifton Hill Area today may be almost entirely residential, with shops in Western Road, but in the 1850s when
most of this area was developed life would have been very different. A few streets away from the grandest homes were smaller
streets with industrial areas.

Residents of the smaller houses around Upper North Street would have been typical of the area, working from home often as
tailors, dressmakers, teachers, musicians, painters and decorators. The smell of coal fires, horses, stables and the slaughterhouse
would have indicated that this was a working area, with the strongest smell from the leading employer Smithers Brewery.

Henry Smithers was born in 1807 and came from a local family of brewers. He joined Thomas Isaacson in 1839 to run an existing
brewery on the site that is now Marks & Spencer car park. Brighton’s first pub chain began as Smithers & Isaacson brewers and coal
merchants, growing to cover an area from Wivelsfield to Southwick, and owning many premises including the Queens Hotel. Henry
Smithers ran the business from 1862 at the North Street Brewery in Western Road, adding the Regent Hill site of a slaughterhouse as
a bottling stores and stables, now Marlborough Mews.

Brighton was linked by rail to London in 1841. Thousands of holiday-makers and day-trippers drank bottled beer with ginger pop
for children, and there was a tavern on almost every street corner. In Brighton in 1861 there were 479 pubs and beer-shops, but
only 111 bakers, 107 butchers and 135 fruiterers & greengrocers.
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James Gray Collection - www.regencysociety.org

Henry Smithers was a Brighton Commissioner before being elected to the new Corporation from 1855 to 1874. He was the first
Chairman of the West Pier Company, a big supporter of charitable institutions, and Mayor in 1861. While Mayor he raised £1,000 for
the Mansion House Fund for distressed Lancashire mill workers. Brewery finance may have caused the Smithers Family to move
house. Henry Smithers was the first resident of Montpelier Hall, Montpelier Terrace, in 1861, but by 1864 he had moved to 21
Buckingham Place. In 1881 he was 74, had been a widower, married Delia age 56, and was living at 6 Montpelier Villas which
subsequently became Saint Nicholas Vicarage. He died in 1884, and is buried in St. Nicholas Church west garden.

The Smithers Family Company expanded the business from 1884, building new brewery premises and purchasing more outlets. In
1913 they owned 120 separate properties and rebuilt the Regent Hill bottling stores with stables and garages for motor vans,
which were the latest steam lorries. The Smithers Family was also linked by marriage to the Clarke Family of Howlett Clarke
Solicitors, who were directors of the company. The West Street Brewery was taken over by Smithers in 1914. The North Street
Brewery closed in 1920 after production had moved to Portslade. Smithers and Son Ltd were taken over by Tamplins in 1928.

The North Street Brewery was swept away in 1931 for the Marks & Spencer store. The Regent Hill site was taken over jointly by
Johnson Brothers of Western Road and GEC, later being cleared for the Marlborough Mews development. Many famous Brighton
residents are named on buses, but perhaps a Brighton pub could be named Smithers. IT
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Bin blight threatens conservation areas

The council is planning to put communal bins on almost every street corner in
The Montpelier and Clifton Hill conservation area.

In January Cityclean, the council’s waste collection arm, sent a questionnaire to
27,000 households in central Brighton - including most of the houses in our area.

Cityclean is asking people “Would you prefer communal containers to black
sack waste collection?” If people vote “yes” then the council will stop
collecting refuse from doorsteps throughout our conservation area. Instead
people will have to take their rubbish to a communal bin. If you vote “no”
then the area may well avoid communal bins.

There are already some communal bins in our area. And we know from bitter
experience that they become centres for flytipping.

Bin blighters: “Communal containers stop refuse being spread across the
street from ripped or unsecured bags,” says Cityclean.

Planning

Your Association’s raison d'etre is for the conservation and protection of the
built environment within our conservation area and it occupies a permanent
seat on the City Council Conservation Advisory Group. Through this we have a
powerful say on what happens on planning matters throughout the city.
Specific to our area they can be on planning applications and matters of
enforcement which members alert us to. In the case of enforcement, we have
had over recent months a few which have been successfully dealt with:

e No 48 Montpelier Road, Grade Il was painted bright pink and was not in
an approved colour for a listed building. Having been notified by MCHA
and the Council the owner was asked to repaint in Gardenia.

e No 59 Montpelier Road similarly was painted cream and pea green last
summer. Also being Grade I, MCHA managed to get the Council to have
the building repainted in Gardenia.

e The rears of Nos 55 and 56 Montpelier Road, (Wilds), were painted bright
blue, as seen from the top of Temple Street. These are currently being
redecorated in a much paler blue.

e No 18 Hampton Place, where building work had been commenced
without proper planning approval, has had Council enforcement
suspended pending an appeal.

City Commemorative blue plaque panel

As you are aware, MCHA has representations on this Committee organised by
Visit Brighton. Every year one new plaque is installed in the town. Last autumn
Charles Busby was commemorated with a plaque at No.2 Lansdown Place and
your Committee approved a donation of £50 towards its cost. Busby was
responsible for the building of Brunswick Square and various other buildings,
including Montpelier Road. Therefore Committee felt it right that we should
contribute to this item. Good news! The same panel for this year has approved
a blue plaque for Admiral Codrington at no 140 Western Road in response to
our main centrepiece article in the Spring 2007 newsletter. If anyone wishes to
contribute towards this plaque which will be costing about £1200 please
contact the Honorary Secretary.

Sussex Heritage Trust Awards 2007

An award for large residential restorations, was presented to Palmeira Yard,
Holland Road, nominated by MCHA. The original architect was Thomas Laison
who was also responsible for the Royal Alexander Hospital.

Yet the council wants to put these bins only a few feet from our front
windows. Inevitably the bins will blight nearby houses and spoil coveted views
of some of Brighton’s best architecture.

The sheer scale of Brighton and Hove’s bins plan makes it unique. No other
town in Britain has communal bins on such a massive scale. Two councils in
London have some communal bins but these are largely for the use of flats.
Edinburgh abandoned plans for putting communal bins in the Georgian New
Town because of their impact on the conservation area.

MCHA thinks that many of the streets in our area are not suitable for
communal bins. We asked Cityclean what their guidelines for siting bins are. So
far Cityclean has said there are six guidelines.

Three of these guidelines relate to operations. It wants the bins to be close to
people, so they don't have to walk too far and one bin can only cope with a
maximum of 67 households. Then bins always have to be sited on the left of
the road - even in one-way streets. That's because the Cityclean bin vehicle can
only pick up on the left.

There are three other less specific guidelines. One is that Cityclean tries to
make bins less visible, for example by hiding them behind vegetation. Cityclean
also tries to avoid taking parking spaces - nevertheless 600 extra bins in central
Brighton will mean the loss of more than 140 parking spaces. Finally bins are
not sited too close to front doors and windows - although some of the existing
bins in our area are only a few feet from windows.

The guidelines are plainly inadequate. There is no mention of the specially
sensitivity of putting bins close to listed building, or in conservation areas.

And without objective guidelines the siting of bins is bound to be arbitrary
and capricious.

The last enforcement issue which is current, is at 4 Temple Street, Grade Il,
which was bought by builders who have been demolishing part of its rear and
reportedly splitting it into two dwellings without planning. This is again with
enforcement. If anyone detects work carried on without permission please
contact us as soon as possible so that we can alert the authorities.

On planning applications we continue to oppose the demolition of the Royal
Alexandra Hospital (see the adjoining article), and have also opposed the
building of five houses on the Coach House car park at Clifton Hill. This would
involve the loss of trees, overdevelopment of the site, overcrowding in height
terms of the Coach House and 5, 6, 7 Powis Villas and 5 Powis Grove. The
proposal is for houses with basement, ground and first and second floors. The
car park site is yet to come to planning and MCHA will make full representation
at Committee when that occurs. Harlequin's application on behalf of Orange for
a phone mast outside the Royal Alex site was recommended for refusal, and we
now understand that they are applying to have a similar mast on, of all places,
St Michaels and All Angels Spire, a Grade | building. This we will vigorously
oppose and remind you that the mast was successfully removed from 7 Victoria
Road in February 2007. Various applications have been received for Powis Villas,
no’s 5, 6, and 7. We supported the application for change of use to single
dwelling houses but continue to oppose the application for car parking areas at
no’s 5 and 7 because it means demolishing existing walls and is out of character
for this part of the conservation area. Although outside our conservation area
the Birdcage Bandstand is close to all our hearts and we have supported the
Councils efforts to restore this which should be started on later this year. RA

Wilds’ monument

In January the City Council Arts and Creative Industries Unit announced that
incorporated in a new road traffic safety scheme at Seven Dials would be a
monument to Amon Wilds and his son Amon Henry Wilds. This MCHA idea is
now fully backed by the City Council and nominations for a short list of
designers and architects are being sought. Positioned in the centre of the
roundabout, the work will need to be completed by the end of March 2008.
The winning design will have strict terms of reference which will include being
an object of sufficient height with up-lighting for traffic safety, a run-over at its
base for heavy lorries, and indicator arrows round its base. Its design will have
to reflect the architectural heritage of the area and work of these two famous
architects, one of whom designed Montpelier Crescent. What a fitting
monument to mark the entrance to our conservation area. MCHA has agreed
to give £250 towards the designer’s expenses which has come out of the
Christmas Party raffle money and sponsorship for the object is being sought
from businesses and later will be sought from the general public. Local
architects and designers are encouraged to apply. Contact Paula Murray, Head
of Arts and Creative Industries at the City Council. 292 534



