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h{elpful }-{ousehoNd h{ints and l{andy Tips
Brass - c leaning of brass, ccor brasses in pari icular -  mix Bar Keepers Fr iend wi ih LEh/ON
iUlCt (not rniater as recornmended). This wi l l  easi ly rernove deep tarnish and ingrained dir t

Si lver -  i t  rs a mistake tc ihink ihat metais are hard and irr f in i ie ly durabie. Metal  surfaces
are easily scratched and rr;orn away. lvletahi'rork shoulci be kept in dry conditions because
most metals are natural ly unstable anci easi ly ccrrode. Once i t  has been pol ished or
lacquered NEVER touch i t  with bare hancis because acidtty in the skin wi l i  tarnish ihe
metai. ALWAYS wear cottcn gioves and u,rash them frequently. Remember that dust is
abrasive so never rub when dust ing, just f l ick ihe dust l ight iy off  the sur lace,"vi th a scft
i - - . rush. D0 l \OT OVER POLISH - this car i  blunt ancl  eventual ly disf igure even the rnost scl id
objects.  (Please ncte thal  lam referr ing i .o valuabie and dei icaLe pieces in par ' i icularr.  You
can use Si lver Dip but appiy with cotton vvool bucs. Don't  be teinpted tc immerse the
oblect and always r inse under running \ /ater very thcrcughlyl

Antique furniture - it is a ';61'1, gcoC idea to 'v"'ash' antique furniture about once a year ln,ith a very weak mixture of vlnegar a-:
wai 'm water.  Use a scft  c loth, immerse i t ,  squeeze i t  almost dry and then u., , rpe the furni ture. This wi l l  remove any residues of c, .-
and grease and the wood rvi l l  feel  l ike si lk af terwards with a lovely gleam to t t .

Marks on wood - to get rid of rings or minor scraiches on wood, cover with Vaselrne and leave for 24 hours. Rub into the vrrc::
wipe off  the excess and then pol ish as norrnal.

Pottery -  valuable ernbossed or gi lded china should be cleaned wi ih a smal l  soft  brush.

Chandel iers -  \ rear cotton gloves when cleaning your chanciel iers and dry off  with a hair  dryer.  This avoids greasy marks. PM

Plannino Matters*/

2? Victoria Road - proposals for roof extension and terrace were
modified. Passed a{ter IICHA suggestions and recommendation.

66 Upper hlorth Street - rear extension on first and second floors and
sun terrace over shop and changes in fenestration were recommended
for refusal by MCHA. Result - refusal as it was out of character

16 Spring Street - first and second {loor extension. MCHA
recommended refusal as desiqns are totallv out of character with street.

Black bins

18 Hampton Place - retrospective planning application. MCHA
alerted city council enforcement officers having received complaints
from six members of unauthorised works. New plans have now been
submitted, the majorty met with MCHA approval.

Clifton Hill/Dyke Road, OranEe Base Station - recommend refusal

5, 6, 7 Powis Vil las - recommend change of use to single occupancy
but against the proposal for hard standings at numbers 5 and 7.

lf any members need advice with planning and conservation issues
before submitting plans, Roger Amerena is happy to help. Call 203599.

The Councrl have agreed, under pressure {rom MCI-lA, to resite the 3 bins at. St. Michael s Church,
the corner of Victoria Road and Denmark Terrace and outside number 45 Montelier Road.

Royal Alexander Hospital Site Update
Since the Coach House wats purchased in April 2006 wrth the help of 54 individuals, it has
been rnade watertight and the ncrth and west elevatrons have been temporarily repaired and
redecorated In Septenrber, the premises were lei under l icense to 'Take Me Home' unti l there
are suiIicient fr:nds available for restoration and conservation of the building A buiidrng
preservation trust lras been formed into which the bui ding wil l be put. Marketing for further
financial support wil l be init iated shortly The three parking spaces have also been iet.

The car park site of the hospital has been sold with the proposal for six residential units to be
bur lL uporr  i t .  l ' ' ve,  s i r  and :even Powis Vr l las,  which a lso belonged ro the hospi ta l ,  have been
sold as one lot  to  a pr ivate buyer  rvho rntends to keep lhem as th.ee homes The Hospi ta l  was
sold in  la te December to George Wimpey for  f  11.5 mi l l ion,  who have held a publ ic  v iewing
of their plans. They propose to completely de.molish tlre hospital and build a complex
conta in ing 150 f la ts ,  a GP Surgery and low cost  housing.  MCHA have asked to cornntent  on
ihese propc-rsals Tlrese tlrree sites form a rnajor part of any new development in the
conservation area. MCHA init iated the formation of the Royal Alexander Hospital Steering
Group in order to form a unified approach in tackling any future development The Steeringl
Croup is  made up f rorn representaLives f rom a in tere: ted par t ies in  the area,  , '16 lg6l i1rg the
West Hil l Association who also sit with MCHA on the Conservation Advisory Group. With
such a large project in front of r:s it is important that planning, design and highway issues are
dealt with rvith a unified voice. RA



Thoughts on Conservation and Preservation
We l ive rn a city of great architectural interest with many o d bui ld ngs, a lot of
which are l isted and often in need of tender lovirrg care and I thought i t  could be
useful to share some ideas orr how we might help these burid ngs to survive for
rnany years to come. They are our hertage and, sadly, in the 1960s, a lot of
Br ghton and l-love was pr: led down in a mistaken eifoft to rnodernrse and
streamline the town. We lost many beautrful houses and for what reason? l t  was
misguided town p anning and I fear wrth the aim of clearrng s Les so that hrdeous
r n i , l m o r r  h l n r L  <  r n . , l i  h o  l r  r i l r  : n n  m ^ , l o \ /  . ^  r l r l  n o  m : r l o  n r r  r h o  t h o n  r n r  n r i i|  | , 9 v !  w }

As a result of this 'vandalism', some of the conservation groups in the town were
set Lrl  to teep a warcnfr-r l  eye orr Lhe plarne s and ro cu o the exce\srve greed of
:rose i1 ( la'ge o'our City. r s so easv ro oestrov l l -oJghtlessy and we neeo ro
cherish t lre worL of designers, arl isans arrd craftsnren wlro lrved rnany years
r . - . fo reour t ime.  lhavenodes i re toha l tp rogressandtos t i f le  nnovatve ideas .
.r-i ',,ery much in favour of some of the seafront planning - we too must leave

:,rr mark on the cty but much more care must be iaken to ensure thal we do
i: i  desrroy wlrat is the character of Br ghton and Hove.

Leact ng on from these general isatons, wlrat can we do to preserve our ou;n
ircuses? Well ,  we have to be totai ly practical irr  our appr-oach. We have to ock at

More than 100 residents srgned a peti t ion protestrng about the prol i ferat ion
of  new ug ly  park ing  s igns  rn  the  Montpe ie r  and C l i f ton  l l i l i  conserva t ion
area. ln March, our own Carol Dyhouse led a deputation of members to the
(ouncr i  ro  p resent  rhe  pe t i t io r ' .  She to ld  the  counc i  t l ^a t  t i ' e  s igns  were  nor

.ust rrgly, they were Jnnecessary.

The view down Victoria Street over the redbrick church of St Mary Magdalen
and on to the sea is one of the best in Brighton. But in February the counci l
puL Jp a large r,g y sign at the rop oi V ctoria St 'eet. l i  s a bit  i ike a schoo boy

pa in t ing  a ' rous tac i 'e  on  the  Vona - ,sa .

The Counci l  s park.rg consu ianrs prJ'  the
h n  r n r " l : n ,  h a n r i a a n  i h a  z n n a  V  : n n l  7  : l n n n

a series of residential streets through the
middle of the citys premier conservation
: r n :  T h o  a n ,  r n a  I  < : \ / <  o v a r r r  r n : r J  a r n < <  n n

+ h i .  h ^ , , - l - ^ ,  - , , . +  h - . , ^  -  I ^ln '5 OOJnOary mu5l rave a a'ge s 9n 50
ihat motorists know what zone they are in
and have no grounds for appealing against
a parking f ine.

At the Conservation Advisory Group
r rpp  nn  4p  )  Fp I r  111y  lho  65596161,o ' ,

raised rhe issue. Cther cit  es, sucl as Bath,
had srrni lar streets in conservation areas
without large boundary signs. " l f  Bath can
do i t ,"  we asked, "why can't  Brighton?"

the principal features f irst and then evaluate the condit ion r: f  the wa ls, the
storewo'1, the ca v ngs on 5ome houses, the carrop;es ald LLte wrought irorwor(
and statuary rn some gardens. lmmense love, ski l i  and care was taken to bul ld the
per iod propert es - some of the ski l ls are dying out - and i f  we are vigi lant n
maintarning these bui ldings, then we are exercis ng preventrve conservat on rather
than allowing properties to deteriorate to a point when the reparrs are almost
impossibly costly and thereby almost unaffordable. I  am referr ing in this rnstance
to the tragic state of the West Prer, long before the two arson attacks. We have
virtual ly ost a valrrab e asset of the city th'ougl^ oLr own neglect ard 'ai l .rre to
: d n r o c c  t ' r o  n r n l r  o m  : i  + h o  r i m o  l l  i <  :  < - r d  o v : m n l a  n f  n o n l,  _e ,  ge rce .

f n c r c : r c h o r n l : r n o a n d < m : i n r n n c r t i t r s i n r h , s e  t v  n a s l -  - ^ {  t  + ' "  " +  '  -
- . - -  . J  y L P q l  t l q ) l l  I r ! ' )  |  o  ) r l d r l l t r l u r  ) r o q u l  l p d l .

The smallest houses are of equal rmportance historical ly. 
' lhey 

deserve our
attention lust as mr,rch as the grander bui ldings. They al1 ref lect a way of l i fe rn
the past and are the record of the talents, skl l ls and art istry of our forbears. PM

lf you know of a l isted bui lding that has fal len into disrepair and is an
eyesore, contact MCHA.

As a drrect result of that meeting the councrls officers agreed to meet members

of our association and the Kemp Town Society to try and find a way out of this
mess. One proposal was to change the zone boundary sl ightly, from the south
side of the l ine through Victoria Road to the north slde. The associat ion has
agreed to canvass the opinion of local residents, who would have to approve
: t t r  rh :nno Thp o : .1  p ( l  n r : . -  - - r  l ^ t ^  r^ '  -  -  -L^  ' ^^  ' -  n 'OVembef .
o , l y  \ l ' o l  9 8 ,  l l ' c  t r o  l c r r  l . r ' a L L L L d l  U O L q  U '  d l l y  ! l L o l  l 9 q  l )  l \

But since that meeting the Department for Transporl, having studied the fuli
p ans, has told that councrl that the signs on the boundary between zone Y and Z
are rlot necessary. The simple solution, said the department, is to take down the
srgn  Thecor rncr lspos i t ion isnowmora l l y indefensrb leand lega l lydoubt fu l .  l tw i l l
be even more difficult to maintain its position during the forthcoming e ections.

The associat ion has managed to reduce the number of smaller signs showing
details of parking restrictions. Roger Amerena and council officers waiked round

zones Y and Z and agreed that about three dozen proposed signs were

unnecessary - not only cutt ing clutter but also saving the counci l  iaxpayer f3,750.
Also three pay and display machines have been removed saving f 15,000 and hrvo
dozen new resrdentl bays created. lt has also been agreed to reduce yellow lines
to two inches in width and for their colour to be a canary yellow.

The counci l  has also promised to site signs on bui lcl ings rf  the owners agree.
So i f  you have an intrusive sigrr outside your window and think i t  would better
placed on your house or rai l ings, you only have to ask the counci l .

Great thanks to Caroi Dyhouse, Nick von Tunzelmann and Roy Pennington. MH

Blot on the landscape

St. Nichclas' Garden
Ltsing parl of the St lt l icholas' Carden of Rest in Dyke Road to recreate a 194A's allotment, growrng fruit and
r ioetables has comc uo for  debate.

Offrcrally Brighton & Hove Ciiy council own and look after the garden, but lately there have been security and
vdndal ism problems.  lhe v iew is  Lhat  Lurn ing orre of  i l re  c i tys publ ic  par f .s  in to an ongoing pro jecL creat ing a
typical  wart !me vegetable garden would help develop a sense of  belonging wi th in the neighbourhood.  The
Br ighton & Hovc Food Par lnership wouid help devclop tnc pro jcct  as ' ruel l  as prov id ing general  ass is lance;  The
Br ighlon and Hove Organic Gardening Group wi l l  o f fer  expert ise and volunteer  par t ic ipat ion.  l t  is  in tended as
an educational resource, but wil l also serve as a place where people can enloy themselves anci reflect on our
food growing heritage. lt is to encourage residents of the area to try growing sorne of their own fruit and
vegetables.  The par tnership cnvisages the pro ject  as something one can happen upon dur ing a waik through
the par 'k ,  buI  a lso as d dcst indLion lo  v is i t .  i t  wi l l  be open to anyone,  park users and passer :  by and possib ly
tie in wiih schoois and cornmunity groups. The Brighton & Hove Food Partnership has discussed this project
with the Church and Brighton & Hove City Council and is asking N4ontpelier and Clifton Hil l Associairon
m€mbers and local residents for their views on the proposed new use for the garden.

We have already had a nurnber of positive and negative comments. lf you have missed our recent
survey or haven't passed on your views" please do so - write to M.C.H.A Montpellier Hall,
Montpelier Terrace, Brighton BN1 3DF. You can also contact wwwbhfood.org.uk for further
information about the project or email them at info@bhfood.org.uk GT
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The Accidental h{ero cf Harnpton Lodge

From the Lord Nelson in Trafalgar Street to the l ron Duke in Water loo Street mi l i tary exploi ts provided a handy fund
nf nlrro n2moc {nr '1 otl*6s1-1tury Brighton, which was growing fast. But why is there no memento of the Battle of
Navarino? l ts absence is al l  the more intr iguing because there is a strong local connect ion. Adrniral  Sir  Edward
Codrington, who rryon the battle, lived in Hampton Lodge, what rs now 140 Western Road.

ln the 1820s the Greeks were in open revolt  against their  Turkish occupiers. ln 182-/  Br i tain signed a secret t reary
with France and Russia to give covert  -  but deniable -  help to the Greeks without disturbing the precarious balance
nf nn' .nror r-ndr inntnn'vas charged with prevent ing the Turkish f leet f rom re-supplying i ts troops and thereby aiding
the Greek insurgents.

Rrr (antamhar -neir inn{6p's coal i t ron forces had the joint  Turkish-Egypt ian f leet bott led up in the almost land-locked
bay of Navarino, in southwest Greece. On 20th October '1827 Codrington, a veteran of Trafalgar and whose actions
Lhere were decisive to the victory, decided to lorce the issue. He sai led into the bay and anclrored in the middle of
the Turkish fleet. lt was a provocative move. That night a nervous Egyptian sailor fired a musket. The coalition's
response was devastat ing and 34 Turkish ships were sunk, with more than 4000 persons being ki l led or wounded.

rho r lafaet rr innior l  r '  ' rk ish naval power and in November l828 Greece declared i ts independence. In spi te of this
overwhelming victory for the al l iance the Bri t ish government was deeply embarrassed. Sinking the Turkish f leet had
noL been parL of the game plan as rr  desiabi l ised the balance of poler in Lhe eastern Mediterranean. Codrington
was recal led in disgrace and took up residence for several  years at hrs Brighton home, Hampton Lodge.


